SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Contact: Kathryn Richardson
Office: (803) 896-7013
After Hours: (803) 737-9000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 4, 2005

FORMER POLICE OFFICER CHARGED WITH MISCONDUCT

A former Lake City police officer was arrested Wednesday afternoon, August 3,
2005, and charged with Misconduct in Office, Obstruction of Justice, Misprision of a
Felony and Acceptance of Money to Conceal an Offence Involving a Felony.

The officer is identified as Shanita McKnight, 32, who currently resides at 322
Wilmont Street, Lake City, S.C. She was arrested around 4:15 p.m. and was booked at
the Florence County Detention Center.

The arrest is a result of a joint investigation conducted by SLED, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, the Florence County Sheriff’s Office and the Williamsburg
County Sheriff’s Office. The case will be prosecuted by the Twelfth Circuit Solicitor’s
Office.
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*Warrants and Affidavit Attached.
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STATE OF SCOUTE CAROLIMA
FLORENCE COUNTY
APFIDAVIT

I, Johmmy Bartell, hawving been duly swofn; do
hereby state and depose as follows:

I have been a Special Agent with the South Carclina
Law Enforcement Rivisicn (SLED} for approximately the past
twelve years. Pursuant to an investigation being conducted
by SLED, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the
Flcerence County Sheriff*s Office, I hawe received the
following information: b

On April 27, 2004, SOGRCE 1, a drug dealer in the
Lake City, South Carolina area, who was convicted on federal
criminal dxug charges, was interviewed pursuant to his
cooperation with the federal Govermmenmt. SOURCE 1 advised
that SHANITA MCKNIGHT, who was an officer of the Lake City
Police Department, tipped SOURCE 1 off on a few occasions as
to police activities. bhut SOURCE 1 mevexr paid her any money .
for the informaticm. MCEKNIGHT proyided the information to
SOURCE 1 to assist SOURCE 1's attempts to elude being
arrestgd by law enforcement authorities for dealing drugs in
the Lake City area.

On March 11, 2005, SHANITA MCKNIGHT, nee Scott, was
interviewed and provided the following information:

a. MCEMIGHT advised that she has been employed by
the Lake City Police Pepartment [LCFDJ for approximately the
last sewven years.l

b. MCKWIGHT's gyandmother, Mamie Lou McPadden,

1
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owned a nightclub in Lake City, Mamie Lou's. MCEWIGHT's
aunt, Albergail McFadden, actually ran the nightclub for her
grandmother. BAlbergail McFadden was the girlfriend of
Lorenzo Jones, also known as Florida Dave, who was récently
arrested on drug charges. MCKNIGET admitted that there has
often been rumoxs of drug activity at the nighitclub.

c. MCENIGHT initially advised that she would tip
off her aunt and tell her to be careful if there was going ta
be any police activity in the area of the nightclub that her
aunt operated. MCENIGHT never tipped off hexr aunt or anyone
at the nightclub prior to specific police operations at the
nightclub. MCKNIGHET admitted that she did warn other
individuoals on occasion, if the police were going to be in
the area of the mightclub by telephoning her grandmother's
residence in Lake City.

d. MCKNIGET admitted that she telephoned her
grandmother's residence approximately 10 to 20 times in the
past to warn them about police activity in the area of Mamie |
Iou's mightclub.

e. ¥When MCKHIGHT‘was questicned whether she ever
tock amy money fram Jomes in the past, MCEKNMIGHT admitted that
Jones gave hex $200 in cash during Christmas last year.

Jones told MCENIGHT to buy her kids something with the money
for Christmas. .In addition, Jones algo promiged to purchase
some stools for MCENIGHT's grandmo£her‘s club in Lake City.
Jones gawve MCKMIGHT the momey to purchase the stools and told
her to keep the change, which amounted to approximately $60.

On March 24, 2005, SOORCE 2, a majorx drug dealer in

2]
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the Lake City area, was interviewed and provided the
following information:

- a. SOURCE 2 adwised that he dated Albergail
McPFadden, the aunt of SHANITA MCKNYGHT, an officer with the
Lake City Police Department {LCPD). McFadden raam a
nightciub, Mamie Lou's, im Lake City. SOURCRE 2 believed that
the actual business was in the name of MCENIGHT or MCKNIGHT's .,
husband, not Albergail McFadden or MCKNIGHT's grandmother,
Manie Lou McFadden, since they both had criminal records. A
check of the records for the nightclub indicated that the
state liquor licepnse was actua\:[ly in the name of MCEKNIGHT's
husband, James McEnight.

b. During 2004, MCEMIGHT told SOURCR 2 that
MCENIGHT had been to the Railway Restaurant in Lake City and
that MCENIGHT had overheard Glen Kirby, an officer with the
Plorence County Sheriff's Office (PCSO), and gome other
officers talking about comducting a surveillance acxross from

SOURCE 2' business, §

¥ in Lake City.
Apparently, the officers were eating lunch at tﬁe restaurant, »
and MCEMIGHT overheard their comversatioms about conducting a
surveillance of SOURCE 2' business.

€. SQURCE 2 recalled that when he received the
information regarding the ﬁ being surveilled by the
FCSO, that SOURCE 2 went to a barber shcﬁ in Lake City and
SOURCR 2' son told him that MCENIGHT was there to see him.
Eventually, SOURCE 2 caught up with MCKNIGHT and MCEKNIGHT
told SOGRCE 2 that the officers were watching his business

from a land survevor business across the street, which was
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located next to the Circle Paxrk rehabilitation center.
d. On other occasions, SOURCE 2 received
information from MCEKNWNIGHT through 2ihergail McPadden.
Apparently, MCENIGHT would telephone Albergail McFadden and
tell bher when officexr Kirby or other narcotics officers were
coming tce Lake City. Albergail McFadden would then notify
SOURCE 2 as she received the information from MCKNIGHT. ‘When ,
officers éf the FCOSO cawme to Lake City, they apparently would
contact the ILCPD and that was how MCKNIGHT received the
information. If MCENIGHT found out the information, she
would tell Albergail McFadden, who would then tell SOURCE 2.
e. When SODRCR 2 was gquestioned as to how often he
received information regqgarding police actiwvity from MCKNIGHT
through Albergail McFadden, SOURCR 2 advised that it occurred
almost every week for approximately one and a half years
prior to SCURCE 2' arrest. SOURCE 2 attributed the
information that he received from MCKNIGHT as to why he was
not arrested for such a long period of time, although he was

dealing drugs in Lake City. When SOURCE 2 received the

&
information, he would stop dealing drugs imeediately for the

rest of the day.

£. It was SOURCE 2° coiltention that MCKNIGHT knew
that Albergail McPadden dealt drugs. This was especially
true since Mamie Lou McFadden kept MCENIGHT's baby and all of
their family lived ir several houses that were right in a
row, which was basically behind Mamie Ilou's nightclub. There
was no doubk to SOURCE 2 that MCEKNTGHT knew that Albhergail

McFadden was dealing drugs out of Mamie Lou's mightolub.
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g. When SOURCE 2 was questioned as toc whether he
ever paid wmoney to MCKNIGHT in the past, SOURCE 2 advised
that MCKNIGET asked SOURCE 2 for money from time to time,
although SO0URCE 2 never paid MCKNIGHT for any information.
On approximately tbrxee occasions, SOURCE 2 gave money to
MCKNIGHT. SOURCE 2 estimated that he paid approximately $600

in cash total to MCENIGHT.

h. MCEKNIGHT came and got herid

2°fs ? in Lake City on a regular basis. Eventually,

the whole LCPD, who knew that SGURCE 2 was a drug dealer,

brought their wehicles to the
i. MCENIGHT told SOURCR 2 that on ome occasion,
MCENIGHET and Curt Brown, another officer with the LCPD, were

riding together. Brown asked MCENIGHT, "What you gomna do

about your boy?" Brown was referring to SCURCE 2. Roth
MCKNIGHT and Webb told SOURCE 2 about it after the fact.
After Brown was fired by the LCPFD, MCENIGHT told SOURCE 2
that "two wrongs don't make a right." MCKNIGHT told SOURCE 2
that Brown was trying to get SOURCE Z and that Brown go: wha; .
he deserved. MCKNIGHT knew that Webb was alsc lceoking out
for SOURCE 2.

j. MCENMIGHT kpew that Albergail McFadden was giving
the informatiom that she provided to her to SOURCE 2
regarditig police activity. Since SCURCE 2 knew that the
information was coming from MCKWNIGET, SOURCE 2 willingly gave
her money when she asked.

On March 31, 2005, Calvin Pulmore, a Former officer

with the Lake City Police Department {LCPD) advised that

3>
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while Fulmore was an officer for the LCPD, Fulmore would get
calls on the radic about individunals with drugs at Mamie
Lou's nightclub in Lake City. EBvery time that Fulmore and
the other officers got to the nightclub, the individual would
be gone. ¥Whoever was at the nighteiunb would tell the
officers that the individual had just run ocut the back door
of the club. On one cccasion, Fulmore parked down the road
from the club and walked up to the back of the nightclub.
Fulmore then got a,patrol car tc pull up to the front of the
nightciub. At that time, an individual came ocut the back
door of the club and he was stopped. The individual was
drunk, but did not have axiy drugs.

When Fulmore was gquesticmed regardimg another
officer For the LCPD, SHANITA MCKHNIGHT, Fulmore advised that
MCKNIGHT knew what was going on regarding the dnlg_dealing
activity in Lake City.

On May 16, 2005, SOURCE 3 was interviewed and
provided the following information:

a. SOURCE 3 noted that during approximately
December of 2004, SHANITA MCKNIGET, who was an officer with
the LCPD, was at Mamie Lou's nightclub, which was owned by
Mamie Lou McFadden and operated by Albergail McFadden.
MCKNIGHT sat behind the bar next to Albergail McFadden when
SOUR.CE 3 purchased ac eight ball of powder cocaine from
Albergail McFadden for $225 to $4250. MCEKNIGHT witnessed the
transaction, but did -not say anything at that time.

b. SOURCE 3 never purchased drugs from MCRNIGHT

directly. SOURCE 3 never saw MCENIGHY dealing drugs.

o
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MCKNIGHT did witness SOURCE 3 conduct drug transactioms with
Albergail McFadden on approximately three to four separate
occasions in the past. In addition, there was a room in the
back of Mamie I.ou's nightclub that Albergail McFadden sold
drugs. On numerous occasiomns, SOURCE 3 went into the club fo'
buy drugs from Albergail McFadden, while MCKNIGHT was
present. SOURCE 3 would go into the back room of the club to
purchase the drugs and MCKHIGET knew that SOURCE 3 had came
to the club to purchase drugs from ARlbergail McFadden.

c. On mumerous occasions in the past, MCKNIGHT
tipped SOURCE 3 off regarding I;olice activities, such as road
blocks, locaticns where the police were going to bust,
directions upon leaving the mightclub after purchasing drugs
in order to avoid the pelice, and other information. In
exchange, S0URCE 3 purchased drugs from Albergail McFadden.

d. On Thanksgiving Day 2004, MCEMIGHT told
Albergail McPFadden to close down Mamie Lou's mightclub, since
MCKHiGBT knew that the police were going to raid the
nightclub. At ai:proximately 4:00 pm that day;, Albergail
McFadden closed down the nightclub and told ewveryone to -
leave. When the police amived later that day, 0o one was at
the nightclub, except only a few pecple who were hanging
around in the parking lot. Those individuals were searched
by the police when they arrived.

e. After SOURCE 3 had an arqument with Tyrone Haana
at the Pink House in Lake City, the very next night SOURCE 3 )
was at Mamie Lou's mnightclub. SOURCE 2 again argued with

Tyrone Harnna regarding the money that SOURCE 2 owed to Mamie
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Lou McFadden. When SOURCE 3 initially argued with Tyrone
Hanna, MCKNIGHT was present and grabbed SOURCE 3 and pulled
him off of Tyrone Hanma. Tyrone Hanna's cousin, who works at
Nan Ya, went to his vehicle and retrieved a gun. HCKHIGHT
did not do anything when that individual pointed the qun at
SOURCE 3 and told him that he was going to kill him. SOURCE
3 initially started to fight with Tyrcme Hanna, when Tyrone
Hanna pushed him and spit in SOURCE 3! face. 'SOURCE 3 then.
hit Tyrone Hanna and kicked him while he was on the ground.
When MCKWRIGHT grabbed SUORCR 3, SOURCE 3 pulled away from
MCKKIGHT. MCKNIGHT then told the individual with the gun to
take it ocut of the club. When the police arrived at the
mightclub, MCENIGHT told H:'-Llliams thatw referring to ¥
SOURCE 3, assaulted Pee Wee, referring to Tyrone Hamna.
SCURCE 3 was subsequently arrested at the Indeée_ndence club
douwn the street, where he ran. Tyrone Hanna was not injured
in the incident and cmly had a busted head.

On June 15, 2005, SOURCE 4 was interviewed and
advised that when SOURCE 4 made trips to Lake City, he would" .

hang out at a wiiilscperated by Lorenzo Jones. While

SOURCE 4 was in the office at the Whe actually

witnessed cash payoffs to MCENIGHT.






